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MEMORANDUM FOR 


June 8, 1972 


EDWARD RICHARDS 

Ad Hoc Cambodian NSSM 152 Group 


SUBJECT: 


Comments on Draft Policy Objectives 
for Cambodia 


The objectives in attachment I of the June 5 memo seem too general 
to be useful. 

-- What does regional stability mean? 

-- What are national postures? 

-- What is regional primacy; would a KC government in Cambodia 
give regional primacy to a world power? 

The short-term objectives in attachment II seem to come closer to 
the mark. I assume the final sentence of the first paragraph means 
joint operation in Cambodia . 

There are other aspects which might be incorporated in an objectives 
section. 

--In both the short and long run, don't we want a neutral (non- 
ho stile) buffer on the SEATO and GVN borders? 

-- Doesn't the Nixon doctrine call for assistance to a friendly state 
which is defending itself against outside aggression supported 
by a world power? ( 

In addition we should not lose sight of the useful policy guidance in 
NSDM 89 unless we think it is no longer valid: 

-- To capitalize on Cambodian nationalism; 

-- To support Cambodian neutrality; 

--To promote GKR self-sufficiency. 
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The problem seems to me, not that these guidelines are still valid, 
but that we have not done enough to build our policy around them. 

On a more editorial note friendly might be omitted in line six of 
attachment two and neutral might be substituted for friendly in the 
second paragraph. Aside from its critical location might be added 
to the first sentence. 

U-px+JLJ* 

John A. Bushnell 
Program Analysis 
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Attachment I 

U.S. Policy Objectives in Cambodia 

(X) Promote regional stability through the development 
of national postures which are sympathetic to the policies of 
the United States. 

(2) Deny regional primacy to any world power whose pur- 
poses endanger the security and prosperity of the United States. 

(3) Avoid comfriitments in Cambodia which exceed our na- 
tional interests as defined in paragraphs one and two above. 
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Attachment II 


_U«S. _Short Terra (next 18 months) Objectives in 




Cambodia 


L 

Cambodia is of little or no intrinsic importance to the 
United States. Our interests there arise solely from our re- 
gional objectives in Southeast Asia, As long as the war in 
South Vietnam continues and the United, States continues to 
support the GVN, our primary objective in Cambodia will be 
to maintain a friendly government, which at a minimum will 
deny a large portion of Khmer population, territory and eco- 
nomic resources to the NVA/VC/KC and which gradually may be 
able to develop its military capacity to significantly assist 
ARVN in .joint operations^ against the NVA/VC/KC^ 

In the event of a ceasefire during the next 18 months 
with continuing political struggle between the presently con- 
tending parties, the USG would continue to support a friend^y^ 
government in Phnom Penh ’which could play a positive role in 
a future negotiated or d<s facto settlement in Indochina, 
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